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Abstract:

This study aimed to understand the attitudes of university youth towards Israeli
propaganda disseminated in Arabic on social media platforms. The research
employed a field survey methodology and was applied to a sample of 500 university
students. The study concluded with several key findings.

The study revealed that 61.4% of young people follow Israeli pages/accounts on
social media that are directed in Arabic. The primary reasons for this follow-up were
identified as: “curiosity to learn about the Israeli perspective on current events and
various issues,” "following the latest developments regarding the October 7th
operation,” "to refute lies,” and "to express feelings of hatred towards the Israeli
side." These motivations highlight a complex engagement driven by a mix of
informational, emotional, and political factors.

The study uncovered significant cognitive impacts resulting from young people's
follow-up of Israeli pages/accounts in Arabic. A notable 76.2% of respondents
became aware of the propaganda methods used by those responsible for the content
on these pages. Furthermore, the exposure contributed to 67.4% of participants
understanding the image that Israeli media wishes to portray in the minds of young
people. The study also found that 50.2% gained knowledge about Hamas's actions on
October 7th, and 53.4% became aware of the latest developments related to the
October 7th events. These findings suggest that engagement with Israeli propaganda,
even for critical purposes, contributes to specific knowledge and understanding of
their communication strategies.

Regarding behavioral impacts, the study indicated several key changes among young
people following lIsraeli social media content. The most prominent behavioral shift
was an increased interest in the Palestinian issue, with a mean score of 2.605 and a
relative weight of 88.81%. This was followed by being driven to seek more
information about the issues raised, with a mean of 2.430 and a relative weight of
80.99%. Interestingly, a significant portion also made the decision to stop following
these sites, with a mean of 2.078 and a relative weight of 69.27%. This suggests a
dual effect: while some become more engaged and informed, others choose to
disengage, possibly due to the nature of the content or a change in their attitudes.

Keywords: University Youth Attitudes - Israeli Propaganda - Social Media
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